
Ladies and Gentlemen: 
 
I want to welcome each of you for being selected to come to the US Army 
Flight Surgeon Course.  As you can see from the email roster, we have many individuals 
that will be attending.  As a matter of fact, this will be one of the largest classes ever to 
come through. 
 
In the Welcome Letter attached, LTC McKeon makes reference to the USASAM website 
(http://usasam.amedd.army.mil)  This will be your primary means to obtain information 
about the course.  It is in the process of being updated and should be ready by 11 June.  
 
Items of immediate concern: 
 
Make sure you get your flight physical completed ASAP, if you have not done so 
already.  Those of you who will require a Class 2 initial physical (which is almost 
everyone), need to ensure that your servicing aviation medicine clinic (or flight surgeon 
who did your physical) has sent the physical (and any necessary waivers) to USAAMA at 
FT Rucker.  For help or problems, contact:  
 
CPT(P) Sallis at willie.sallis@se.amedd.army.mil or 334-255-7307 (DSN 558) or 
Ms. Dayna Meuli at dayna.meuli@se.amedd.army.mil or 334-255-6964 (DSN 558) 
 
If you did not achieve 20/20 vision bilaterally (near and distant) then you must bring 2 
pair of glasses (not contact lenses, unless you get approved for a waiver) that correct your 
vision to 20/20. 
 
Contact billeting at (334)-255-5216 (DSN 558) ASAP to secure a room.  We have 
reserved a room for each of you, but you need to confirm it with a credit card (preferably 
with a government card, if you have one).  Do NOT wait to do this!  You can always 
cancel if you do not make it here. 
 
Other items of concern: 
 
The Class Leader position is bestowed upon the Senior Ranking Officer (SRO) who will 
be present for the entire 6 weeks (unless there are any changes, your Class Leader will be 
COL Dallas Hack).  She can choose to have an executive officer (XO) and/or other 
special project staff members. 
 
We will have about 60 people in the class and will need volunteers for 4 Squad Leader 
and 8 Team Leader positions.  Volunteering for these positions will provide additional 
points for graduation, and is especially useful for those wishing to be Honor or 
Distinguished Honor Graduates.  For ARNG and Medical Students it provides extra 
bullets on your evaluation reports. 
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Everyone will get a standard 25,000-foot exposure in our altitude chamber; let us know if 
you will need a HALO altitude exposure instead (usually the special operations 
individuals; contact your gaining unit if you are not sure). 
 
Let us know if you will need Helo-dunker training while you are here (usually the special 
operations individuals, those going to units that fly frequently over water and those going 
to Korea; contact your gaining unit if you are not sure). 
 
For us to develop squad compositions for our operational exercises, HALO altitude 
chamber and Helo-dunker training, we need for each of you to tell us the following: 
How many years of operational experience you have had (if you don’t know the answer 
to this question, it is probably 0).  
 
How many times you have been at any one of the 3 military Training Centers (JRTC—
Joint Readiness Training Center, NTC—National Training Center, CMTC—Combat 
Maneuver Training Center). 
 
Your medical-related degree (MD, DO, OD, PA-C, BSC, BSN, etc…Medical Students 
just tell us MS 3 or MS 4), and MOS (62A, 61H, 61J, 61F, 60D, 60P, 60C, 60W, etc.) 
Your specialty (e.g. GMO, FP, PA, EM, Gen Surg, IM, Ped, OM, PM, Psy, Surg Sub-
spec).   
 
We will need everyone’s Date of Birth and whether you must wear glasses to correct 
your vision to 20/20.  This will be used for generating your “reporting to new duty 
station” upslip (DA 4186) here FT Rucker. 
 
We need a phone number (best number to contact you during business hours) and email 
address (one that you best like to use and check frequently). 
 
Class As are only required for those graduating Phase 2 or Primary Course (thus, if you 
are coming for phase 1 only, you don’t need to bring your Class As, unless you want to).  
There will be a Class A inspection on or about 27 Jul for those that are required to bring a 
Class A uniform (for any Phase 2 personnel only, you will have a separate inspection 
with SSG Elvin Smith after you arrive).  Bring your ORB because it will show which 
badges/awards you are authorized to wear. 
 
We need to know if anyone still maintains any initial flight gear issue.  This primarily 
applies to anyone that was in a prior flight role—e.g. pilot, flight medic, crew chief).  If 
so, you need to bring it.  For any ARNG/USAR personnel having their unit MIPR (buy) 
the gear from FT Rucker CIF, you will need to contact them at (334)-255-3063  (DSN 
558).  If you are a prior rotary-wing pilot, let us know if you would like to help with UH-
1 or UH-60 simulator training flights for the rest of the class (or if you have an interest to 
get qualified to operate one of the simulators).   
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We usually have enough MEDEVAC pilots here to get everyone one orientation ride in 
each simulator, but most every student wants additional time doing them in the evenings, 
which requires someone experienced with the simulator to operate them. 
 
We also need to know if anyone will be assigned overseas at the completion of the course 
and needs medical records screening, immunizations or special briefings. 
 
Thank you, 
 
MAJ(P) Gaul 
 
 
Mark P. Gaul, MD, MPH 
MAJ(P), MC, SFS 
Director, Army Flight Surgeon Primary Course 
(334)-255-7334  (DSN 558) 
email:  mark.gaul@se.amedd.army.mil 


